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promised to dissolve Parliament as soon as the interests of public
business would permit. The announcement was received with
marked disfavour. Gladstone hotly denied the right of the Ministry
to force a dissolution, and deprecated the use made by Disraeli of
the Queen's name. He was, in fact, all impatience to go through
with the work to which he had now set his hand, and to the general
principle of which the House of Commons had already assented.
That the new constituencies, just coming to the birth, had not been
consulted on this or any other question, seemed to him a matter of
secondary importance. It was ultimately agreed, however, that
the registration should be expedited and an election held on the new
register in November.
To the second and third resolutions practically no opposition The Sus-
was offered, but the House awaited with some curiosity the answer S
which the Queen would be advised to make to the third.    It was
promptly forthcoming (May 12th) and proved to be entirely " cor-
rect ",    " Relying," says the Queen, " on the wisdom of my Parlia-
ment, I desire that my interests in the Temporalities of the United
Church of England and Ireland in Ireland may not stand m the
way of the consideration by Parliament of any measure relating
thereto in the present session."'
Thereupon, Mr. Gladstone in accordance with the terms of the
third resolution immediately (May 14th) introduced a Bill suspend-
ing until August 1st, 1869, the exercise of the public ecclesiastical
patronage in Ireland. The second reading was carried (312 to 258)
before the month was out, and the Bill after slight amendment was
sent up to the Lords. There, after a brilliant debate in which Lord
Derby took an animated part, the Bill was rejected by a majority of
ninety-five (192 to 97). The decision on the whole matter would
now rest with the electorate.
The verdict was pronounced ^ith the least possible delay. Parlia- General
ment was dissolved by proclamation on November llth, and before
the end of the month Demos had spoken. In the event, the Liberals
found themselves in a majority of 115-120 in the new House of
Commons.1 Gladstone failed to secure re-election in South-West
Lancashire, but had taken the precaution to be nominated for
Greenwich, where he was returned. Lord Hartmgton was defeated
in North Lancashire and had to take refuge in Wales. Disraeli
accepted the verdict of the constituencies as final, and did not await
the meeting of Parliament before placing his resignation in the hands
of the Queen (Dec. 1st). The man who had " shot Niagara w was
not afraid of setting a democratic precedent,2 and it is undeniable
that by prompt resignation he consulted both his own dignity and
1 Estimated strength of parties : Liberals 387, Conservatives 271 but some
estimates give the Liberals a few more.
* Lord Godench similarly resigned in 182S, but he never sat 1n Parliament at
all as Prune Minister,